Literary fiction is a powerful cultural tool for criticizing governments and for imagining how better governance and better states would work. Combining political theory with strong readings of a vast range of novels, John Marx shows that fiction over the long twentieth century often envisioned good government not in utopian but in pragmatic terms. Early twentieth-century novels by Joseph Conrad, E. M. Forster, and Rabindrananth Tagore helped forecast world government after European imperialism. Twenty-first-century novelists such as Monica Ali, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Michael Ondaatje, and Amitav Ghosh have inherited that legacy and continue to criticize existing policies in order to formulate best practices on a global scale. Marx shows how literature can make an important contribution to political and social sciences by creating a space to imagine and experiment with social organization.
Rey Chow, Jed Esty, and Jennifer Wicke read significant parts of the manuscript in various versions on sundry occasions, and I am grateful for their willingness to do so. Ellen Rooney and Khachig Tölölyan offered pointed observations concerning numerous parts of the book's argument as it was taking shape. Because their insights were typically provided during excellent meals, they were all very well received. There is no one I benefit more from while debating the sorts of questions dealt with in this book than Neil Lazarus. I am thankful that he and Tamara Sivanandan have been willing to allow me to show up periodically on their doorstep. The book's citations probably make it clear that Nancy Armstrong's scholarship has profoundly influenced my thinking, but it bears emphasizing that her recent collaborative work with Leonard Tennenhouse has helped me explain how the new (old) Foucault lectures aid in studying novels.
A plurality of readers nudged and badgered me to formulate more clearly the book's intervention into discussions of literature and governance. I received timely advice on the introduction from Timothy Bewes and Peter Kalliney. Rebecca Walkowitz, Saikat Majumdar, Edward Larkin, Weihsin Gui, and Thomas Allen offered incisive comments on individual chapters of the book. The anonymous readers for Cambridge University Press provided the recommendations that allowed me to whip the book into its final shape. I am grateful to Amanda Claybaugh for encouraging me in my argument about failed states and for introducing me to Matthew Hart and Jim Hansen, editors of a special issue of Contemporary Literature on the state. The provocations of Barry Faulk and Robin Goodman were instrumental in shaping my thinking at myriad points of the book's composition. Speaking on the phone with Andrew Lewis and Gwynneth Malin has become an essential part of my writing process, and I can only hope that they continue to take my calls. Ray Ryan's confidence in the
